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Strength in CommUnity
By Kate Reidel

It's a new year and for so many people, a chance to review and renew their commitments. I
welcomed the new year by re-committing to this community offering my service as ecovillage
president and joining the membership committee. I have lived on Enright for going on 10
years, and moved here intentionally to live in community. We did
not come here knowing how to
community relationships
live in community, and those first
few years were not easy. What we
often bring up things within
didn't know was that living in
ourselves that we need to work
community was like being in a
committed relationship, much like on, requiring us to reflect,
our marriage. The relationships
compromise, and grow into
needed to be built over time, and
the ability to share oneself often
better versions of ourselves.
with vulnerability and patience
was essential. Like a marriage,
community relationships often bring up things within ourselves that we need to work on,
requiring us to reflect, compromise, and grow into better versions of ourselves.
These are aspects of living in community that can cause people to retreat back into their
homes and families that already require so much compromise. I myself pulled away from the
organization aspect of this community for several years because it was just too hard. As most
things, time healed my wounds and I began to realize that my life was still infinitely enhanced
by living here. (Continued on page 03)

Look Who Else is Living in the Ecovillage
By Eileen Schenk

White-breasted Nuthatch
Sitta carolinensis

As we view sustainability issues in the ecovillage attention is usually
focused on humans and their dwelling places. We are all interested in showing
our progress toward meeting the challenges of climate change, reducing our use
of fossil fuel, and efforts to conserve clean water. We are however, a community
that also includes other forms of life that contribute and support these efforts,
such as trees, wildlife, and extended green space.
The winged residents are of particular interest to me. I have been
managing my restaurant of bird feeders for at least the past 30 years. Birds
are fascinating to watch, and provide us with endless joy watching their
antics, and the struggles they have with each other and with the cats in
the neighborhood. (Continued on page 02)

Living in Nature

By Bill Cahalan

I’m looking out my west window, through the snowy winter woods toward
the far ridge line, the western boundary of Boldface Creek watershed. It’s in the
20’s, and I’m glad to be indoors. I head back to the chair next to the wood stove.
Since we bought the stove, winter life has been richer. The stove is a
central focus in our living room, and we usually gather around it instead of a TV
set. I have to go out regularly for more wood, and I pay attention to the flames
visible through the glass door, as well as the thermometer on top, so I’ll know
when to add wood or adjust the air vent.
I also pay closer attention, through late winter and spring, to nearby dead
trees or limbs. I have learned which tree species will yield good firewood . I try to
chainsaw and then split the logs with enough drying time that they’re ready for
next winter’s heat. Sitting here now, my comfort is linked to the woods and my
fire- tending in way that makes me feel better than the gas furnace did.
Just mindlessly flicking the thermostat was easier, but I want to pay Duke
Energy less for their gas. This part of my motivation comes from knowing that
gas is often extracted through hydraulic fracking, which often poisons drinking
water. It also permanently removes huge amounts of water from the water cycle.

Are You on
Nextdoor?
NextDoor is a ZIP-code based
information platform that lets you
share information and also ask
questions of neighbors. Categories
include Classified, Events,
Queries/Recommendations for service
providers, Crime, etc.
It is also a place where you can get
the latest city updates that may apply
to East Price Hill, (post-holiday
recycling, highway closures, etc.). You
can also share information with five
nearby ZIP codes, do a poll of
neighbors, etc. If you aren't already
onEast Price Hill NextDoor, check it
out at www.nextdoor.com!

I want to keep releasing the sun’s stored energy in this richer, less
damaging way, reconnecting with sun and trees, natural sources of our lives.

Look Who Else is Living in the Ecovillage
(Continued from page 01)

Red-bellied Woodpecker
Melanerpes carolinus

Harsh winter cold, long periods of drought, and the destruction of
elements essential to their food chain make a bird’s life difficult.
Without their help, food gardens and forestry crops would be negatively
affected. Birds contribute to sustainability in several ways:
They are avid pollinators and very good at seed dispersal.
They eat pests, such as mosquitos and Japanese beetles.
Larger birds, such as red tail hawk, are scavengers and
clean up deceased animals and insects otherwise left to rot.

To encourage birds to live in the ecovillage provide them with food,
water and shelter. They are our most effect tools. Some plants, bushes and trees are
good sources of food for the birds. Begin to recognize and count the different species
that visit your yard. I recognize 17 different species that come to my feeder
during different seasons.
In May the Oxbow is having their annual bird count. You can
contribute to their bird count by sending in the species you
have seen to P.O. Box 4172, Lawrenceburg, IN 47025.
For more information, visit their website
(www.oxbowinc.org) or call (513) 851-9855.

Northern Cardinal
Carinalis cardinalis

Film Series on
Sustainability
The Community Earth Alliance,
Imago and the EGG committee are
presenting a free series on
sustainability issues. Some snacks
will be provided. Bring your own
beverages, or some will be available
for a donation.
The first film, “Bag It,” which
poses the question, “is your life too
plastic?” will be shown on Friday,
February 19th, from 7:30pm to
9:00pm at the Imago Earth Center.

Eastern Bluebird
Sialia sialis

Strength in CommUnity
(continued from page 01)

I was choosing to receive the benefits but not giving any real part of myself to see it grow. When I saw this truth and my
deep rooted commitment to this amazing piece of earth, I became aware of how important my participation was. My fears of
being vulnerable still remain, but I chose to move past them toward something much bigger than myself.
This is why I am serving as president of the
ecovillage board and member of the membership
I was choosing to receive the
committee this year. And these reasons are why I
benefits but not giving any real part of
am asking you, the residents of Enright Ridge, to
commit or recommit to participating in this amazing myself to see it grow. When I saw this
community. Ask yourself why you moved to
truth and acknowledged my deep
Enright Ridge. If it was with the intention of being
involved, is there a way for you to participate more? rooted commitment to this amazing
Are there more benefits that you could be receiving? piece of earth, I became aware of how
Take a look at the committees below and find your
important my participation was.
niche. Do any of the goals of the work being done
resonate with you? Contact the chair or me
(kreidel@imagoearth.org) to join a committee. Be sure to write down social events on your calendar and find ways to spend
more time with your neighbors. Your investment and participation in our wonderful community will make life at Enright
Ridge all the more fulfilling.

Goals: Maintain ecovillage website, publish monthly newsletter,
educate the community about the ecovillage, provide monthly tours
of the ecovillage, maintain clear communication channels in the
ecovillage, and promote ERUEV both internally and externally.

Goals: To refurbish and convert the former Paradise Lounge into a
bar, market, rental property, and common space for the ecovillage.
To commence retail operations and provide social, cultural, and
educational programs for ecovillage residents and the community.

Contact: Jim Schenk (jschenk@imagoearth.org)

Contact: Elizabeth Doshi (hatchje@yahoo.com)

Meeting: 2nd Tuesday of the month @ 7pm.

Meeting: 2nd & 4th Wednesday of the month @ 7pm.

Goals: Maintain ecovillage rental properties, create green
residences in the ecovillage, provide quality housing alternatives,
and create a sustainable housing culture in the ecovillage and in the
surrounding community.

Goals: Provide a model for urban farming, cultivate vegetables
that are locally and organnically grown, maintain and manage
ERUEV CSA, sell surplus produce at the CSA farm stand, and
educate the communit about food issues.

Contact: Jayde Gaines (gaines.jayde@gmail.com)

Contact: (Michelle Savoti (csa@enrightecovillage.org)

Meeting: 3rd Wednesday of the month @ 7pm.

Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month @ 7pm.

Goals: To educate the ecovillage on sustainability, write a monthly
article about community progress on sustainability projects,
promote green living practices, and develop programs to enhance
the quality of life and improve the character of the ecovillage.

Goals: Promote ecovillage membership, maintain membership
records, establish membership policies, collect membership dues,
recruit high-quality members, welcome new members, and facilitate quarterly all-member meetings.

Contact: Eileen Schenk (eschenk@imagoearth.org)

Contact: Jamie Gaines (jamie.a.gaines@gmail.com)

Meeting: 3rd Friday of the month @ 3:15pm.

Meeting: The 4th Monday of the month @ 7pm.

News from the Farm Project

Winter has finally graced
us with its frosty presence,
and while we are huddled
inside away from the cold,
we are fast approaching the
8th growing season for the
ERUEV CSA. We thank all
of our 2015 members as well
as our farm stand customers for their support, and we look
forward to providing fresh, local produce in a few months!
We are always looking for volunteers, if interested, send
us an email at csa@enrightecovillage.org. Watch for the
2016 CSA brochure which will be published soon.
Joining the CSA is easy and you can sign up online.
Check us out on the web at www.enrightecovillage.org/csa or
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/enrightcsa

Upcoming CSA Event
Join us for Open house on Saturday March 26th from
10:00am to 1:00pm at the green house (824 Enright Ave.).

Transitions
Condolences to Joe Bell and his
family on the recent death of his
mother.
Neighbors also extend sympathy to
Petra, her brother Josh, and their
family over the recent .death of their
grandmother in California

Gratitude
On snowy days, ecovillage residents
awake to a well-plowed Enright Ave.
only to find West 8th still clogged
with snow. Thank Joe Bell for the
clean road. Before heading out to
plow his commercial accounts, he
takes the time to help out his
neighbors, an unsng hero for sure.

2016 Enright Ridge CSA Info:
A share feeds 2-3 people

Cost for the 2016 season is $600.00 (about $24/week)
Sign up before Saturday March 26th and save $50!

Limited number of 5 work share positions for 2016

Working members complete 91 hours of farm work
over the course of the season (May-November)

Email work share requests to csa@enrightecovillage.org
Payment Plan (Members may opt to pay in three installments)
1st payment due upon sign up
2nd payment due Saturday, May 7th (1st pickup)
3rd payment due Saturday, June 18th

CORV Guide
The local CORV (Central Ohio River
Valley) 2015 Local Food Guide is available.
It can be downloaded for free from their
website (www.eatlocalcorv.org).

Tip of the Month

All-Member Meeting

By Sheryll Bruneault

Are you interested in what’s going
on in the ecovillage? Are you interested in becoming a member? Are you a
member, and want to know how you
can get involved? Do you have an idea
that would benefit our community?
Then join us on Saturday, February
27th from 4pm - 8pm at Imago for the
first all-member meeting of 2016!

Crayon marks on walls? A damp
rag, dipped in baking soda, and a little
effort will take it right off !

February
Ecovillage Tour
The February ecovillage tour
will be on Saturday, February 27,
2016 from 10 to 12 AM.. It starts
at the Imago Earth Center. The
tour is $10 per person (free for
Ecovillage members and people
they specifically refer). If you or
someone you know would like to
get to know more about the
Enright or McPherson
Ecovillages, it’s a nice way to
spend a morning. Reservations
Required: (513) 921-1932 or
e-mail jschenk@imagoearth.org.
Check the ecovillage website for
more information
(www.enrightecovillage.org).

Starting promptly at 4pm, we will
have an informative meeting covering
committees, small group work, mini
visioning, and feedback from residents.
We will also discussing what it means
to be a member, what members can do
for Enright Ridge, and what Enright
Ridge can do for its members.
From 5pm - 8pm we will have a
potluck, music, and fun. So bring your
appetite, some good dancing shoes,
your ideas, and your positive energy.
We look forward to seeing you there!
P.O. Box 5206
Cincinnati, OH 45205
www.enrightecovillage.org

