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Ridge Runner
The

Refocusing on 2018
By Michelle Savoti
As I think about my involvement in the ecovillage over the last eight 
years and my participation with the Communications Committee 
and the Urban Earth Farms, I’ve taken a break from my past 
participation and am focusing on the Secretary role on the ERUEV 
Board where I’m concentrating on recording and distributing 
minutes in a clear and complete method along with managing the 
storage of them using technology. I moved here for a change, a 
different way of life and I’m evaluating my priorities and values as to 
what is important to me. How best can I contribute my talents and 
skills to the community? What do I want to do? What can I do? If 
you have suggestions or concerns, you can contact me at secretary@
enrightecovillage.org. You may see me walking home from work 
taking the bus and stopping to say hi to you or your dog or cat.

People’s Pantry and Urban Earth Farms  
Partner for Food Drive
By now, many of you have probably 
noticed the painted newspaper box 
located at the corner of Enright & 
Price Avenues, known as the IceHouse 
Property. What you may not know is 
that painted newspaper box is part of 
People’s Pantry Cincinnati, and is a 
24-hour food pantry for low-income 
and homeless people in our area. Urban 
Earth Farms and People’s Pantry are 
partnering to host a FOOD DRIVE 
Saturday, March 24th from 10 am - 1 
pm at the Greenhouse, 824 Enright 
Ave. All donated food will be used to 
fill the pantry. This also coincides with 
Urban Earth Farms’ SPRING OPEN 
HOUSE. Please bring a pantry donation, and stay for 
food & refreshments or a farm tour. Here are some 
things to know:

• The up-cycled newspaper boxes 
were donated by the Cincinnati 
Enquirer and decorated by local artists. 
Our box was designed by Chris Gliebe 
(a.k.a. “Clinikill” and “Devious”). Boxes 
are affectionately known as “Foodbots”.
• Recommended food donation 
items are: granola/energy bars, tuna 
packs, tin proteins, instant coffee, nuts, 
nut butters, dried fruits, jerky, box soup, 
ramen, toiletries, and powdered drinks.
• If you can’t make the OPEN 
HOUSE but still want to donate, 
our box champion, Emily Kuchey, 
will pick up donations from your 
location! Please email her at 

emilykuchey@gmail.com. Emily also accepts 
monetary donations to purchase pantry items.

• You can follow our Foodbot at  
www.facebook.com/peoplespantrypricehill.



MARK YOUR CALENDARS: STREET WIDE SALE!
SATURDAY, MAY 19  •  9 AM – 5 PM 
Your neighbors at 656-660 and 664 would like to invite you to join us for a street wide sale for all of 
Enright. Lydia will be handling social media, Ken will be making fliers and signs and others will be placing 
notices in City Beat and Craigslist, etc. The more participants the merrier. Let’s make it really BIG! Get your 
spring cleaning done!

Please contact Lydia @ 513-240-9571 if you’d like to be included or to post some of your high end items for 
sale. Contact Ken at reidelsurbanfarm@gmail.com if you’d like to help or have questions.

EGG Interest and Events
Howard Zuefle
Hi, it’s Howie a new member to the EGG (Enright 
Green Group) committee. I’d like to share about the 
role of EGG in the Enright Ridge Urban Ecovillage 
and my reasons for joining. EGG has done many green 
initiatives in the last couple years; both big events 
and consistent contributions that help to keep our 
Ecovillage grounded and ecologically aware.

Past contributions that come to mind are:
• A monthly themed email touching on everything 

from bicycling to winterizing a house.
• Movie series focusing on local food movements, 

environmental responsibility, permaculture, and 
sustainable cultures of the past and present.

• Recycle day was awesome; giving a place to take old 
batteries, weird plastics, and even computers and 
electronics. Looking forward to the next one.

• Christmas tree disposal. This involved using pine  
cones and trees to make wildlife food and gave 
a local place to dispose of your tree for natural 
decomposition.

• Potluck discussions

Projects currently in the works: 
• Spring Barter Party to trade your useful things that 

you no longer need for useful things somebody else 
no longer needs, but you do!

• A mindful Enright Ridge walkabout
• More bike ride events
• Village cars and carpooling to reduce fossil fuel use
• Composting our nutritious left overs on a larger scale.

• Planting more fruit and nut trees
• And of course the weekly email on a relevant 

monthly topic
We are in search of new members. We have a good 
group of members now, majority elders with 4 or 5 
people around my age, 20s-30s. Just like within an 
ecosystem diversity brings strength so we are inviting 
others to join the meeting and share their perspective. 
I have not asked anyone as of yet so this is my 
contribution. IF ANYONE would like to be a part of 
EGG please email: EGG@EnrightEcovillage.org
I was motivated to join by my intention to be in a truly 
sustainable community and my perpetual dissatisfaction 
with people’s (including my own) relationship with 
the Eairth (yes, misspelled, think about it). It is always 
easier to think things without saying or even to do 
things without sharing the motivation and reasoning. 
This group opens a safe place to voice environmental 
and social concerns and actions that are often ignored 
or kept secret. My time at the meetings has been 
grounding and instills a respect and understanding for 
the Elders of the community. Being in my mid 20’s I 
always feel I am the only one that can do things and 
have it all figured out, but others, especially elders, do 
not. The time spent conversing with the elders in EGG 
reminds me of the wisdom that comes only with age 
and experience. A comfort is created for those of us who 
never had environmentally minded elders in our family 
or community. Hope to see you at the next meeting, 
Monday, March 12.



Ask EGG: Advice for Our Ecofriends
It’s not always easy to be green, so let us help. Ecovillage Green Group will be doing our best to answer your ecological, 
environmental, and green questions.

Dear EGG,
Spring is just around the corner, and I can feel it in my 
bones! How long I have waited for the fresh smells, 
cheerful birdsong and warm sun on my skin. This year 
my young granddaughter has asked me to help her 
start a small garden of her own. It has sadly been ages 
since I tended a garden of my own, and although I find 
myself looking forward to the prospect of helping her, 
I’ve forgotten where to begin! Ethyl, what would you 
suggest for a little girl’s first spring garden?

-Yours, 
Forgetful Francie

Dear Francie,
What a lovely idea, and how sweet of the little one 
to seek out a beloved grandmother for help. This can 
indeed be a very fun project for the both of you. You 
will want to keep things simple to start off with. Choose 
plants that are edible, useful, or sure to yield results 
quickly! Strawberries are excellent ground-cover, and 
of course can be eaten right off the runner. Comfrey is 
an excellent companion to many plants, in addition to 
being self-mulching. Mint and basil are two fantastic 
herbs your granddaughter can learn how to use in the 
kitchen. Lamb’s ear is not only a fun texture for young 
ones, but also is known for its uses as an absorbent 
natural bandage! Lastly, save a patch for potatoes, 
salvaged from forgotten corners of the countertops. 

Once your old potatoes have developed eyes, cut them 
into 1”-2” chunks with at least 3-4 eyes on each. Your 
granddaughter is sure to be thrilled to see something go 
from kitchen to ground, and come back out again ready 
to cook.
For best results, we recommend using organic seeds, 
which can be obtained from a number of sources. Some 
of these include the local Civic garden center, the local 
Growing Trade Pet and Plant in Northside, www.
turtletreeseed.org and appalachianheirloomplantfarm.
weebly.com. Get your mint and lamb’s ear going as soon 
as possible, and in a few weeks follow up with your basil. 
Strawberries and comfrey are not always easy to grow 
“from scratch”, so for a better chance at success, obtain 
already established plants. Strawberries can go in the 
ground in early spring, and can be producing as early as 
their first year if you plant the “everbearer” variety. Note 
that the June-bearing variety do not typically provide 
fruit until their second summer. Comfrey is good for 
planting in nearly any season, so be sure to get it going 
as soon as possible. All of these plants are well-suited to 
our area, and can be planted in a raised bed, on a hill or 
across a flat plot. For any further questions, please feel 
free to email EGG@EnrightEcovillage.org.

Happy Planting!
-EGG

Green Umbrella Awards $125,000 to local organizations
In case you missed the press release, Urban Earth 
Farms received a very nice grant from Green 
Umbrella. We will building a large walk-in cooler 
and installing an energy efficient display fridge to 
keep all our greens cool and crispy. We hope to use 
this major improvement as the foundation for future community benefits, i.e., being able to provide local foods to 
the whole neighborhood.
Other award recipients include Incubator Kitchen Collective, Apple Street Market Cooperative, Gabriel’s Place, 
KHI Foods, Ohio Valley Food Connection, Our Harvest Cooperative, Soup Cycle Cincy, La Soupe, Enright Ridge 
Urban Eco-Village, Lincoln Heights Outreach, Reach Out Lakota, and Wyoming City Schools.



Ecovillage Tour
Tours will resume Saturday, 
March 24. 
If you would like to be notified 
of the next date and time, 
please e-mail communications@
enrightecovillage.org 
For more information visit  
www.enrightecovillage.org.

Current Enright Ecovillage Leadership
When one has a question, concern, advice or wishes to pitch in, look here for 
contact info. All of our volunteers will respond as quickly as they can.
EXECUTIVE BOARD
President: Jane Gensic, President@EnrightEcovillage.org
Vice President: Kim Brown, VicePresident@EnrightEcovillage.org
Treasurer: MerryBeth McKee, Treasurer@EnrightEcovillage.org
Secretary: Michelle Savoti, Secretary@EnrightEcovillage.org
BOARD COMMITTEES
Common Roots- Alison Gensic, CommonRoots@EnrightEcovillage.org
Communications- Dennis Cook, Communications@EnrightEcovillage.org
Eco Green Group (EGG)- Jim Schenk, EGG@EnrightEcovillage.org
Membership- Currently Unfilled
Urban Earth Farms- Angela Larck, UrbanEarth@EnrightEcovillage.org

P.O. Box 5206 
Cincinnati, OH 45205 
www.enrightecovillage.org

broomandbox is a local team of two who offer 
affordable cleaning and organization services in your 
home. The cleaning products used to clean are all 
natural, which means no harsh chemicals. Contact 
broomandbox to help you get started on Spring 
cleaning! Mention the code spring 15 to get 15% 
off. broomandbox@gmail.com

Common Roots Events
Last Call Trivia 8-10pm Wednesdays, March 7 & 21
Karaoke Night 8-10pm Wednesdays, March 14 & 28
Open Mic Night with Rockne Riddlebarger 8-11pm Thursdays
Live Music with Jacob Perez 9-11pm Friday, March 16
St. Patrick’s Day Party 8pm-12am Saturday, March 17
EGG Movie Night 8-10:30 Friday, March 23
Common Roots Work Party 8am-2pm Saturday, March 24
NCAA March Madness 7-11:30pm Saturday, March 24
NCAA March Madness 7-11:30pm Saturday, March 31
Live Music with Bellowing Pines 8:30-10:30pm Saturday, April 7
Live Music with Danbient 9pm-12am Saturday, April 14
Earth Day Jamboree 4-11pm Saturday, April 21

Common Roots Fundraiser

Common Roots 
Work Party
Bring your tools and talents 
to Common Roots to help 
tackle maintenance jobs for the 
upcoming busy events season. 
Lunch will be provided.


